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Abstract 
A strategic management principle of sustainable development is internationally validated public participation involving the 
public's right to participate in environmental decisions. The degree of dissatisfaction with the quality of life of citizens is an 
important factor supporting the need for reorientation of development strategies of Galati. It outlines the premises of a new 
beginning, an alternative territorial development. A sustainable development policies implemented by education and long-term 
strategy of development is the only way for future development.  
© 2012 Published by Elsevier Ltd. 
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1. Introduction 
With the industrial development of urban formations have been developing over time and space caused by 
territorial expansion and population dynamics. 
Located in the extreme south-eastern Romania, Galati has known peak in the years 1960-1970 by developing the 
steel industry. The city was heavily affected by urbanization and industrialization forced of communist period. 
Residential areas and industrial expansion has led to the restriction of natural areas or their isolation and loss of links 
between them. 
Today the city appears as a payment silhouette, even though no clear landmarks has an extremely favorable 
geographical position at the confluence of the rivers Sired and Prut, the left bank of the Danube, about 80 km from 
the sea. 
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2. The problem: people's perception on quality of life 
Industrialization at any price led to the creation a boomerang by the effects of development on the environment. 
The lack of a balance between economy, social life and the ecology has led to environmental degradation in the 
territorial area of Galati. Today is taken into account by a number of strategies at national level, regional and local 
rebalancing of the three areas and improvement quality of life. These strategies are derived from sustainable spatial 
development of European documents from the Leipzig Charter adopted in 2007. 
The survey that I applied to a sample of 784 persons from the city residents reveals that 45% of them are not 
happy with city living. The open question: What are the three things which affect your daily life? Most answers have 
mentioned: financial problems, the stress, excessive noise, environmental pollution, less green spaces for leisure.  
  Here is that environmental issues are included on major issues that affect people's lives with the socio-
economic. The real problem however is that 67% of the respondents cannot answer nor have a picture unchanged on 
city living and over 20 years. This shows their inability to see consequences of actions affecting the environment 
present. Only 18% of respondents are more optimistic about the positive changes in the environment and quality of 
life.      
  How it will look the future city? How can be influenced positive mentality of individuals? These are questions 
that arise in this moment and we will try to find solutions. 
3. Research results 
The open question: In your opinion would be the first action that should be taken to improvement of environment 
quality? The answer was at 47% of respondents: I don t know. 
 The answers reflects the reality as far as the term sustainable development is known to only 75% of people from 
the media and has no applicability in daily life (Figure 1). Only 12% of respondents are familiar with of legislation 
and less term in municipality briefings to citizens. 
  
 
 
                  Figure 1.The answers at the question: Specified the source of information about the term sustainable development  
 
 
        Residents living near the industrial area currently affected and now 20 or 30 years of industrial pollution 
produced by big steel mill and blames the lack of environmental protection measures (Figure 2) while local 
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authorities have in attention in the theoretical noise reduction action plans against ambient or provide for integrated 
urban development plans to improve the quality residential environment.  
        Is observed discrepancy between what is wanted in the programs and strategies and what is palpable, already 
realized in the short or in progress. 
  
 
 
                                                                               Figure 2.Quality of life is affected by  
 
        Are very conclusive answers to question (Figure 3) which shows that 55% of respondents the best solution is 
learning of some new strategies in the experience of other European urban centers with the same specific natural and 
economic conditions. 
            
 
 
                Figure 3. If you were mayor, which instruments you choose to create a balance between development and conservation? 
      
      Conclusions 
 
 Herself human existence in a delimited territorial space means transforming the natural environment. We 
therefore have searched to harmonize the way human activities to preserve and conserve the ecological balance. 
 Application of the requirements sustainable development is the only way the company will provide the same 
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conditions and opportunities for development and future generations. To operate in a realistic way on the strategic 
direction of sustainable development is necessary to analyze the current situation in terms of their existing resources 
and opportunities for medium and long term use. 
 The future of sustainable development requires changes in human behavior, the system of values and lifestyle. 
But to get to change is necessary to form a group and individual ecological consciences and this can be achieved 
only through education.  
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